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Zoology’s Forest Garden

BY KATHY SAVICH
“Zoo Woods’; is the name. B 'another 50 species will be ’
that has been given to the added to beauttfy thearea.
. The entire replanted ecosys-

tem of trees, shrubs, wildflowers,

rnaple/‘oeech forest garden .

surroundmg the Ramsay Wright
Zoologtcai Labs which now ferns, grasses, sedges and
supports over 100 species of * ¢ mosses are 'épecific representa-
' plants. The garden wil:l‘be F tions of the native Greater -

completed this year wheri' Toronto Are_a only, with no i

3 Its Not ]ust Papcr Anymore

BY GARY NOWER

- For alrnost a year, the. price paid for our recovér"ed paper and

: cardboard has been t tising, This is good news when you consrder
that in 1990 we had to pay to have our paper recycled. In 1995 we
‘have seen the price paid for recovered paper rise over 200% from .

.7 1990! What has changed since 1990 that makes recovered paper SO

e valuable, and what effect do these changes have on the purchase 7
pnce of paper products? S -
. When constdertng the prlce -of a renewable resource it is helpful

to keep in: mtnd that there is a dlfference between efﬁcrent resource

tobe at_tempted. The effects of

_ changes in the original light and
" maisture levels, soﬂs drseases :

"imports.‘"frorn either Europe, - some ornamental crab apple trees

rtorthern or southern Ontario.. . that were already on site will - .
' This project is expenmentaI - -protect the young forest in its
as it is the first time in Toronto ~ - initial stages as nature nurtures
- the St. George campus biome.
downtown air pollution are not - Future plans include a pond
fully known..Neither are the with water.supplied by the - -
possible consequences of _storm "\.vater runoff from
‘ - Zoology's roof, and a walkway
to add to the visual.interest and’
and pellinators. educational aspects of our. -

The three large green ash and ‘.forest garden‘ ~

price“ and _“mark'etprice",. whigh may 6 may not be equal t'o_ the
" resource price. Does the market price reflect the scarcify of a

. renewable resource, riamely pulp? Not in this case. The rising price

of pulp has been influenced by factors other than scar'c'ity, such as -

: mcreased demand for paper products decreased capactt}r at the
"~ mills, and labour dlsputes in the pulp mdustry

In ].994 pulp producers began to experience ; an increase in the .

~ demand for pulp. This was welcome news after a Iengthy recession.

Howeyer, the mill owners were not prepared to meet this new-

. -demand since, as a result of the recession, many of the mills had

been forced to close. Combine: this decrease i in available mill’
capacity with labour stnkes and very s 'soon there is a situation where

demand for paper is outsmpplng supp[y - ;
(contmucd on the nexf page)

»'.EDITORIAL

I was standing with a group of

-could riever he- ‘
A year later Idectded o
U of T environmentalists one investigate just how preposter- '
‘ous the resurrection of the -
" Taddle would be : -
Taddle Creek flowed through
the downtown campus until
1884. It entered U of T grounds

from Bloor Street-at Philoso-

" day last year, lamentmg about
.. the loss of ¢ WIld spaces” in the
* urban environment. Somebody
_suggested that we should
resurrect Taddle Creek on the U
of T campus and stock it with
trout. We [aughed and then . pher’s Walk, coursing through

sighed, each of us prtvately ‘the ravine that can still be seen

certain in the knowledge that i today. A't"Hoskin Avenue it s

- :Wyeliffe College and Hart . .~ ~

- House, forming a pond where
Hart House Theatre now stands.
-The Tadd!e contmued south

Samuel Library, through the
. _Sciene_e and Medicirie Library
‘ s‘ta_cks,under the present .
" Canadiana Ga[lery,' McMurrich - ~

Thts lssue -f;? |

flowed where currently sit.

Zoology s Forest Garden

~ ‘What i is "Sustamabthty”? f
behind where now sits Slgrnund
L : : Mixed Reactions

~ Communi_ty Gardening
Comes to.U of T

-"Take the Enviromnental :

X Challenge

'(conﬁnued on, the next page) :
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(IT’S NOT “JUST PAPER’_' ANYMORE  continued from page ‘1) ni w at ls SuStalnab lllty’
~ Witha short supply of pulp, premiums were being paid and this BY DAVE TAMBLY’N
"~d to some very sharp price increases for pulp and, subsequently, '

i loaper products. The increased demand for pulp led to'a'n Dave is an Engineering student " . env1ronment s ass1rn1lat1ve

increase in the demand for recovered. paper, which is why the price ® . at the masters level, specializ- capacuy
paid. for recovered paper has mcreased S0 clramaucally ing in Environmental Engirleer— .~ waste management -
' o o . ing. Articles from students'are  ~ diverse and healtlly ecosystems
Con51der the pulp prmes in December 1993 welcomed and encouraged ' o *Our present rate of resource
Softwood - $500/ton The cry of “environmen- extractlon is not sustainable.

Hardwood $400/ton .

. tally enhghtened econolnists Nor is the planeis capacity o )
Cons1cler the pulp prices in March 1995:

) everywhere is, "Sustamablllty absorb the waste that this

. Softwood $1,‘160/ton - is the answer!”. What they extraction generates. :
H’ardwqod_, $1. 130_/ton g really mean is sustamable S We mustuserenewable ‘
i ' “‘development”., But do they ©  resources, such as our forests,

The price o purehase our everyday Xerox paper has risen 44% '_really know what they mean? efficiently to avoid l:leplétlrlg our

since: 1991 For the first time in five years the price of ‘paper with - The fundamental issues urrent stocks. For many resources,
recycled content is cheaper than. virgin stock! _ : for long term e'cological ' . we need to invest in additional :
There wlll be contmued price increases for paoer over the next V sustai_nelbllity are: ~ stock because we have already
- several months, and this represents yet another financial burden to B intensity of resource use seriously depleted our reserves
the University. Now more than ever it 'is'imp'o'rtantvto follow the '~ rising human populations . (remember the Northern cod?).
© 3R’s when using office paper. Not only W|ll you be saving your : * ~ stock of resources - We must realize that non-
: departmem rnoney, but you will also be conservmg aresource: ~ f,—-"mai'in{enance ofthe ~ - fﬁﬁewable resources, by definition,

'..........'......'...l«l..'.......l...................l.............

"he Iast ﬁsh caught in the ocean w111 still be a dollar added to our GNP Y- Louls Laplerre Moncton Unwers:ty

!

.............'....'......-..............................l.............

(EDITORIAL continued from paged) PR N s SV the favo__ume initiation-rite . Plan, which proposed changes
Bmldmg, Medical Scxences '7 . ﬂowmg under todays g for freshmen, p'otting-studenr:, at . to_Phllosopher‘s Walk: -
Building; and then toits = = " Rosebrugh. Burldmg before. o oriskof contracting disease., which.. - - “The underlying goal isto,
namesake, Taddle Creek Road :7 crossing under College Street, - may have been why the Univer- * retain and streﬁgthen the
Here it twrsted to the west, ‘ ‘_ o ultimetely.emerging into Lake - 'sit:y finally conceded o bury it. essential nature of the areaasa ..
ecececscscescse - Ontario near Parliameht Street, Taddle Creek as it runs .~ quiet respite and to recreate
' o lts démise can be most tlrrough the University today” ~ Philosopher's Walk as an
Editor: Barbara Sehaefer - S O, - ok e R ¢ ] N _
‘  Contribitols: : succinétly communicated with 3 . contains combined sanitary and  important circulation space
“Tullio 1 Bugada Evan. Fraser : _quote from the Varsity in 1881 * storm water. Until 1947,_ it . within the Umver51ty and as a
Gary Nower, Kathy Savich, - P “The stench arising from the serviced the area north of Bloor link to the cuy ... An essential
Diye Tamolm ¥ ,Taddle is very pronounced. The _ - Street as wellas U of T, but has - part of the cor}cept to refurbish
Bl write o : prevalenc'e_of_so muc.h. feverin .  since been blocked and now . Philosopher’s Walk'is to return
Facilities anid Services : the city is surely a good reason receives only water and sewage = Taddle Creek, many years since
Recycling Office’ o  for the prompt aba‘temen_t_ of. from the Royal Ontario Mu- - lost, to the University and to the
. 215 Huron Street, 6th, ﬂoor - : this lo_ng«staneling nuisance.” “seum, the Royal Conservatory of City.”
;\f:;gf;i} Ontario . Although the rest of if_eddle - Music, and Umversrty buildings ,Clearly, thelressrirre_crtion of
Telephone: 978-7080 : Creek was alreedy encased m-a - along its route. - - the Taddle is not simply an off-
Fax: 971-2004 e sewer, the portion that ran . The idea of resurrecting - - . the-wall notion of a handfull of
) : through the University of ~ Taddle Creek is not new. In © naive env’lronmenralist.-sr. We
‘3 et b Bk s : Toronto remained above ground_ 1991 rhe University’s Plenning ~ may yetrenjoy the.opportunity
100% po_st-ecmsﬁmer cllaitng : "until 1884: Notwithstanding the _- Office produced a cliscussiorr © 1o sit onit’s banks, or perhaps
fibre using vegetable based inks. ® stench”, a dunk in the Taddle draft of U of T's Campus Master- -~ dunk-a frosh or two. ~:
:....-.'.-.....;.....‘..-............}‘..-...'...’..'.‘..........".
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are being constantly depleted.

This means that the sustainable

rate.of eXtralctién of resources

" such as fossil fu_e],é, metals,

diamonds, etc. is zero. In the long

term, there can be no mtnmg no
oil extraction. Reusmg and
recycling what is already removed

" is the only way 1o “sustain” non-

renewable resources..

We must organize our waste
management systems to minimize

" wastes and match those remaining
wastes to the assimilative capacity
of their receiving environment. -
For example, if the assimilative
capacity for perststent .
btoaccumulatme toxics is zero,

" then the sustamable product:on
rate for those substances is zero.
Any level is too high. -

- Many lifestyle and atutude
adjustments will be required to

achieve a sustainable society.
We must free ourselves from -
dependency on non-renewable

~ Tesources. We must transform

our “throw-away” mentality. And
we must learn to do without

products that produce toxic wastes.

- These adjustments are ‘inevitable,
.and we have no right to push

them onto future generations.
Optimists may respond to the
above arguments by saying that

- human ingenuity has cvercome -

“impossible” problems in the

_past, and will continue to doso .
in the future, Perhaps. But the
- idea that the solution to a

problem created by a t_echnologi;
cal society is blind faith in
technological advancement -

appears tenuous, and nsky Do -

we want to, and do we have the

o r:ght to, take that risk? ~

‘........l....l..‘.............."

- Waste Basket Smtcharoo
Sees Mlxed Reactlons ;

By the beginni’ng of the s'umr'ner all the dfficés 'on the St. Céorge ;

campus w:ll be equ1pped with a desk-side recychng contalner for

 paper and a small “waste pitcher” that hooks onto its sidé for

garbage: This unit is, replacing the basic meta[ waste basket that

has semced the. ‘University community for so many years, and

many people are askmg why. Here are some answers to the most

common[y asked questtons

.....'.....'.l...'.....'.....-...

~Community Gardemng

Comes to U of T

BY EVAN FRASER

. Community gardening projects
~ are an innovative and creative

‘means of addressing some

emnronmenta[ and- soc:al
problems assomated with c1ty

N lmng, and with care and

patience can be a rewarding and

- enjoyable endeavour.

Due to a cuirrent trend at U
of T to change some of the -
green turf into areas with --

. greater biodiversity, the admin-
.istration has-allowed a.parcel of
' land to be used for student-run
garden plots. Presently this plot
is very small and poorly suuated_
: .(sandmched between 215 -
Huron Street and a parkmg lot), .
~ but it is hoped that 1f this year - )

proves to be a success, better
land will be forthcoming;

Tdeally these plots would be
L ava_lla_b]e free of chatgg to any -

student, staff or cor_r'a'muﬁity'
me.rﬁbet intereéteci' in having a
small vegétablg garden in '
dbwntdwﬁ"forottto ' .
: Ideologlcally small- scale

: agrtculture can answer a’

number of problems inherent

i with the curteht systém of foéd

production. Many of the
businesses which provide our
cities with food are uncon- -

~gerned about the negative

impact that they ‘are having on

~the environment. Growing your
*‘own vegetébles,_therefore, can
. provide ari alternative to "
_supporting the multi- nauona!

food grower while creating a

small level of independence’ for

. the individual, Furthermore, it
 is becoming increasingly

apparent that the way which

‘ mdgt of our food is grown (in

large single-strain fields that are - :
'plo‘qghed;e_ver'y yearand -

i sprayed with a variety of :

chemica'ls} is unsustainable.

" . With commumty garden pluts
" the dwers:ty of plant species is -
o 'hlgh the soil is healthier, and

there is less Ilkelthood of

. needmg to use chemical sprays

" The, troubles of [hlS world

.._.wﬂl not be solved by small’
vegetable gardens. They will,

[ " however, provide people with a
fun and retvﬁtrding alternative to

the curfent unsustainable

: 5ystem' ~

" Why aré we making this switch?

Because this system has proven to be the most effecttve methoc[ :

“ for diverting the most amount of paper from the waste stream.
What about the waste created by “junking” the old waste baskets?
They are being offered- first to- people to take home, and those

thiat are left are either taken to the Swap Shop or recycled as scrap

metal. The amount-of waste that the unit can potennally divert is

far, far greater than that generated by replacmg the old containers. -

Isn’t replacement expensxve and unnecessary, espeaally dunng

times of restraint? - : : _
Metro Toronto landfill sites have banried fine paper from

- institutions such as-ours, and can impose a fine on the Umverstty
. (continued on the back page)

_.*,Announcement

-Old Uof F telephone dlrectortes with the st}ita! binding.can now be

recyc[ed separately. Please collect your ‘old dzrectones and other sptraI-

' bound documents, and call 978 7080 to arrange for a spec1a1 plck up..-

........"'...‘.........-..........
360 billion po_tmd;st‘of‘t:ar w_agté is producéd each year and 80% .
of this waste is"landﬁﬂed.'About 37% of this waste is plastics.

...............l....'C....I..'...‘............l.............C.......



Take the _Enwronmental Challenge

-BY TuLLiO BUGADA

How well does your office
perform from an environmental
- point of view? Well enough to

compare to the Utilities Division

of Facilities and Services onthe -

5th floor of 215 Huron Street?
Our day begins at 7:00 a.m.
‘when early-birds Ted and Ed
come in for work and turn on
‘the energy-efficient T-8 lights

. .and energy-consuming officé

equipment (that had been
_ turned off for the night). The
day progresses with business as

usual - coffee and tea are s1pped K
from reusable mugs and all our -
*staff pitch waste paper into their

desk-side recyclmg bins as a
- matter of course. Elsbeth sifts

through her blue box_ salvaging

- one-sided photocopy. and print

ooo-o-o-'aooi--o-'oi"ooo‘o'ooun'-qo_.'oo'o'
© (WASTE BASKET SWITCHEROO ‘continued fmm previous page) .
every time paper is found. If this law hecomes smaly enforced the

job mistakes, which she uses as
scrap paper for drafts and notes.
The washroom has. been 7'
[retrofmed with compact
ﬁuorescerr[ lightmg, water
. restrictors on faucets, and.
motion detectors that trigger

. u_rinzl[s'. to flush (avoiding 24

hour 365 days per year auto-'
matic flushing). e
By the time lunch rolls :

# -around, the real funhappens

Coffee-grinds, apple cores, )
yesterday's fresh ﬂowers'f.mm o
that secret ‘admirer - you name-
it - fill up the composting”
bucket; which I empty tw1ee‘a 5
l'week mto our cedar Bio Bin '
-composter located at the back of
the building. Try to visualize
Derek with a mugin his left

cost to the Umversuy eould be enormous.

Also note thét the new unit is the most convenient system for

. people with a small office space. Ttis also much lighter than the

metal waste baskets and therefore easier to empty, possibly resulting

in fewer baek injuries for mamtenance staff ~

' _ _other attempting to open the

hand, écorching tea bag in the

. compost bucket w1th one foot. -

This composting mania reaches

. its most exaggerated difmensions

when Attila, (the office ]ol{er
and Resource Management :

. Engineer) devours | every

consumable portion of l’llS

* afternoon. pear and chucks the
. 'remalmng seecls and stem into

the composting bin.

Bob is our dechcated

'Enwronmemai Coordmator
_informing us of enwronmental
‘news by posting minutes-on the
-_bulleun board: He changes the .
.cloth towel {no paper tbwels o

here!) in the coffee room when

“the roll is ‘used up. Ken mcludes
g Lummg off the prrnter_s photo-

copier, kitchen and bathroom ,

© lights as part of his end of the.

day routine, saving countless

attemptmg to catch
co-workers with llghts or computers
left on in vacant ofﬁces L

kil_-owatt hours, as.well as dollars’

and the environment.

This energy- _conservation -

- crowd has been known to: spy
~ bn,each other, attemptlng to’

catch co-workers with lights or

' cbmpu{ers left on in vacant
oy ofﬁces To further impress his
Gl colleagues, Attila has been
: ) known to work'in the dark o

save energy! _
The Utilities Division -

challeniges other offices to an
"environmental duel! Report

~your office or division's environ-

mental ach1evements and
innovative ideas in the next :

* issue of this newsletter s =

..'..-..I.......'....'.........‘.....l................-.lﬂ.'........

- Facilities and Services
Recycling Office

215 Huron Street, 6th Floor
Toronto, Ontario

M5S 1A1

S.S. Desser
Zoology

Room 434

25 Harbord Street

. PLEASE CIRCULATE!

Attention!

Please check those thaL.apbly, .

".| and return to- Fac111t1es and

Services.

Q 1donot \;vish to receive this
newsletter. Please take my
. name off the mailinig list. . i
Q Please forwér_d next copy to






